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Something for these non-/ctional times
Issue No.11: Susheila Nasta talks small pleasures, human realities, and literature creating
empathy • read an extract from Bernardine Evaristo's essay in Brave New Words • Bad
Form launch an exciting prize • and more…

The power of the written word
Last November, we published a book that's all about the crucial
place of writers now. A book that sees the words at the heart of
battles against limitations on fundamental rights of citizenship,
the closure of national borders, fake news, and an increasing
reluctance to engage with critical democratic debate. This book
is Brave New Words and in ?fteen specially commissioned
essays it explores the value of critical thinking, the power of the
written word, and the resonance of literature in the twenty-?rst
century. It also celebrates 35 years of the tremendous
publication that is Wasa-ri Magazine. Now, more than ever, it

feels appropriate to share.
‘As long as we have literature as a bulwark against intolerance, and as a force for change,
then we have a chance … Literature is plurality in action; it embraces and celebrates a place
of no truths; it relishes ambiguity, and it deeply respects the place where everybody has the
right to be understood.’ —Caryl Phillips
BUY BRAVE NEW WORDS

An extract from: Brave New Words
Congratulations to Bernardine Evaristo as Girl, Woman, Other hits the top of the UK
paperback /ction chart. This extract comes from her Brave New Words essay, 'What a
Time to be a (Black) (British) (Womxn) Writer':
'One thing I have learned is that the future won’t look after itself. We cannot take any
developments for granted and believe that society will become more progressively
inclusive without our ongoing intervention. If those of us who are considered marginal (in
some contexts this includes all women) stop campaigning, we experience social
regression. I wonder what will happen if the support systems, networks and development
programmes for people of colour cease to exist. The plethora of books currently being
published, including poetry and to a lesser extent, ?ction, is astonishing considering the
history of uninterest. But we must be wary because today’s boom is not the result of a
steady, incremental transition from marginalisation towards the publication and
celebration of books in all genres over many decades. It has exploded out of a void. Where
are its foundations? I have written in the past about fads in the literary world for writers of
colour, especially the period in the mid-to-late Nineties when there were more young black
men and women publishing ?ction than ever before, with a tendency towards coming-ofage narratives. By the Noughties most of these writers had disappeared and we were back
at square one…'

Spread the word
The Bad Form Young Writers' Prize is now accepting
submissions. This prize is open to anyone under 25, identifying
as Black, Asian, Arabic or otherwise non-white, and based in the
UK. They have a tremendous collection of prizes for the winner
and shortlisted writers – with meetings and mentorships from
authors including Elaine Chiew, author of The Heartsick
Diaspora, and Umi Sinha, author of Belonging, as well as books

Diaspora, and Umi Sinha, author of Belonging, as well as books
from us, Picador, Penguin Press, Silver Press, Pushkin Press,
and Hashtag Press.
Entrants should submit up to 1,000 words of ?ction (from a ?nished or un?nished
manuscript), up to 300 words summarsing the manuscript, and 100 words on why the
support would be helpful. The competition closes at 11:59pm on 06 July.
MORE INFO

The week in reviews
New Daughters of Africa
edited by Margaret Busby
'Showcasing the work of more than 200 women writers of
African descent, this major international collection celebrates
their contributions to literature and international culture.'
—'Books to educate yourself and your children on race and
racism' by Olivia Adams, Marie Claire
Into the Darkest Corner
by Elizabeth Haynes
'Haynes has built some fantastic tension in this book. Totally
recommend to all thriller fans.’ —Bookmark.page
BUY THESE BOOKS NOW
CONTACT EMMA DOWSON FOR REVIEW COPIES

My bookish life… Susheila Nasta
Now more than ever it feels important to talk to each other, to meet new people, to learn
new things. And so we're asking our writerly and bookish friends to talk to us, sharing a
little insight into their daily lives…

This week we're joined by Susheila Nasta, editor of Brave New Words, and founder and
former Editor-in-Chief of Wasa-ri, the magazine of international contemporary writing. A
literary activist, writer and presenter, she is Professor of Contemporary and Modern
Literatures at Queen Mary, University of London, and Professor Emeritus at the Open
University.
How have your days changed?
Small personal pleasures have grown in stature. My morning
walk (away from desk, phone and screen) has become
essential, as have newly introduced rituals which all seem to
prevent me getting up the stairs to my desk. Lots of
procrastination – shopping deliveries at the door, spraying food
bags, donning gloves, washing hands and listening (admittedly
obsessively) to the regular shockwaves from media bulletins.
More than my usual daily dose which culminates in my ranting
at the television, perhaps as a kind of release, most evenings.
It’s not just the `attening of feeling created by empty political
rhetoric, but the dishonesty and callous de`ection of human
realities, most recently exempli?ed by the brutal killing in the US of George Floyd and the
failure of successive governments to address issues of inequality and structural racism in
Britain.
The view from my window across the meridian line to Canary Wharf is the same; red and
white lights still twinkle at night on the Dome over the river as they did at the millennium
(though it’s been repurposed as the Nightingale Hospital). There is silence in the sky, no
planes to speak of, though the noise has been replaced by the screaming of sirens
reminding that the apparent familiarity of my view is an illusion.
I worry about the economic consequences of Covid-19, and how it is already decimating
an already fragile infrastructure supporting writers. At the same time, I’m buoyed by what I

an already fragile infrastructure supporting writers. At the same time, I’m buoyed by what I
know remains the power of the written word to challenge and the courage of writers to
continue writing and affect change.
What are you looking forward to?
I’m delighted there’s been a huge surge of interest in black and Asian writing in this country,
a continuum that has existed for well over 300 years, and that so many contemporary black
writers have been featured for the ?rst time at the top of mainstream popularity lists. I
hope the renewed sense of urgency, partially sparked by current political events, will mean
everyone in Britain will begin to re`ect on how the story they have been taught about the
nation has been constructed, and they will begin to think about those narratives that have
not been included as part of the whole story of this small island’s history.
I’ve always felt passionately about how literature creates empathy. I’ve spent most of my
life trying to diversify reading and heighten understanding of Britain’s long migrant and
diasporic history. This has also been key to my academic work, much of which has
highlighted the contributions Britain’s South Asian and black communities have made to
Britain. I’m hoping that the struggles many of us began several decades ago will be taken
forward by a new generation. There is still a long way to go but I am cautiously hopeful.
Do you have any advice for anyone /nding it hard to focus right now, and what’s helping
you?
Anxiety is part of life, especially so at the moment, and it’s something I’ve always had to
deal with. If I can’t settle, music sometimes helps. I often listen to it when writing. I’ve also
begun to explore my longer past, my family history in Karachi and Mumbai during and after
Partition – a journey that has taken me elsewhere for a while.
What are your small daily comforts?
De?nitely a drink in the evening to prepare me for the latest news. Sometimes, more than
one. I indulged and bought a portable screen to make our living room a place where we can
easily stream ?lm and theatre, two things I miss. Not always comforting but usually
pleasurable.
How are you keeping in touch with others?
The inevitable weekly family Zoom; virtual drinks; the materiality of phone calls have
become especially attractive. I’ve started doing some live audio with cousins whom I’ve not
met but lived through traumatic histories I did not experience. This has opened
connections with the past I should have pursued years ago.
I’m thinking of starting a blog (I know it’s a bit late) to record my random thoughts about
what’s happening. Debates around black and Asian British culture in recent weeks have
`agged up signi?cant gaps in memory. As I lived some of these, I feel moved to try to
remember some moments which engaged me personally – like the International Black
Book Fairs, gatherings like ‘Coming Out of the Margins’ (Southbank Centre), or the regular
Saturday conferences at what was then called the ‘Commonwealth Institute’ in the 1980s,

Saturday conferences at what was then called the ‘Commonwealth Institute’ in the 1980s,
on 'Asian Writing in Britain’ (early appearance by Salman Rushdie); early seminars on black
women’s writing, and so on. In those days, the Institute housed one of the best libraries of
black, Caribbean, African and Asian literature. I’m not sure where its valuable collection
went… Bristol was muted as a possible location, then Cambridge. I realise now how
important it is to hold on to what we still have in our collective memory and keep the
archives of that past. Otherwise the stories might disappear.
BUY BRAVE NEW WORDS
CONTACT EMMA DOWSON FOR REVIEW COPIES
If you work with books, in any way – editor, blogger, bookshop worker, reviewer – and
would like to feature in our new 'My bookish life' series, we'd love to hear from you.
EMAIL US NOW

Before you go…
Catch Elaine Chiew, author of The Heartsick Diaspora, on BBC Radio 4's Open Book, as she
talks about Singlit and the role history has played on the development of the literary scene,
in a 'Postcard from Singapore'. LISTEN HERE

+ dates for your diary
DR NICOLA 2020 #2
As part of a series of live illustrated talks about feminism and comics, Dr Nicola Streeton,
author of Billy, Me & You, presents the 1970s. Continuing on the 20th of each month, with a
focus on a different decade.
Date: 20 June
Time: 8pm
Location: Eventbrite
THE AUTHOR-EDITOR RELATIONSHIP
Elizabeth Haynes, author of The Murder of Harriet Monckton and Into the Darkest Corner,
will be in conversation with Myriad Publisher Candida Lacey at the Jericho Writers' online
Summer Festival of Writing, discussing the author-editor relationship.
Date: 06 July
Time: 7pm
Location: Jericho Witers' webinar
THE LAUNCH OF PONDWEED
Join us for the launch of Lisa Blower's new novel, Pondweed. In a special online event
between Myriad Editions and New Writing South, Lisa will be in conversation with novelist

between Myriad Editions and New Writing South, Lisa will be in conversation with novelist
Sharon Duggal. Please send questions in advance to hello@newwritingsouth.com.
Date: 08 July
Time: 7pm
Location: Facebook Live – New Writing South
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