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We've got news. Big, big news…
Issue No.12: the Myriad First Graphic Novel Competition 2020 shortlist is out • judge Dr
Ian Williams gives us a peek into his new-normal life, full of telemedicine, DJing and clear
heads • a big old bunch of new reviews • + more…

Drum roll, please
We are utterly delighted to today announce the shortlist in the
2020 Myriad First Graphic Novel Competition.
Online voyeurism, risky sex, dementia, suicide, racism, murder
and selling the earth – the shortlist is quite the collection of
topical and contemporary issues. And an excellent
demonstration of how the graphic novel is very much alive and

kicking in lockdown 2020! Judges Dr Ian Williams, Zoe
Adjonyoh, Sacha Craddock, Corinne Pearlman, and Julie Tait once again got together, over
Zoom, to whittle our tremendous longlist of twenty down to just seven books.
Congratulations to all on the shortlist. And without further ado…

The shortlist

Cyberman by Veronika Muchitsch
Ari lives in a small town in Finland, streaming his life online twenty-four hours, seven days a
week. Non-Pction graphic novel about the transgressive act of online voyeurism.
Chillout by Ed Firth
What promises to be an indulgent orgy of hedonism turns into an uncomfortable
confrontation. Interconnected queer stories taking place in London.
Everything I Ever Knew Is on Earth by Pietro Soldi
You walk into a bar and accidentally meet a stranger who tells you something unexpected:
the deal is done, the Earth has been sold.
Black by Anthony Smith and Tobias Taitt
A dysfunctional family life, and a childhood spent mostly in care: Taitt’s story touches on
themes of class and race as he gravitates from care to crime.
Satin and Tat by Myfanwy Tristram
Ella returns to the Pshing village where she spent her teen years, but can she address the
emotional fallout that followed her boyfriend’s suicide thirty years before?

emotional fallout that followed her boyfriend’s suicide thirty years before?
Polar Vortex by Denise Dorrance
A daughter escorts her mother with dementia across the US Midwest during a harsh
snowstorm, while placating her estranged sister and unwanted visits from The Grim
Reaper.
Missing People by Pete Shearn
Brian would love to move from Morecambe. Becky, a successful professional, thinks
otherwise. The couple rebuild their lives in the wake of a traumatising incident.
Myriad's First Graphic Novel Competition offers the winner, or winners, the opportunity to
have their completed graphic novel published by us. We'll be announcing the result at the
2020 Lakes International Comic Art Festival – at a virtual event – in October.
READ MORE ABOUT THE COMPETITION

The week in reviews
New Daughters of Africa
edited by Margaret Busby
'An incredible introduction to black women’s writing from around
the world.' —Bernardine Evaristo in 'Books to Help You Escape
Lockdown', The Guardian
Redemption Ground
by Lorna Goodison
'The chapters on speciPc writers reminded me of my favourite
lectures from university, when someone fascinating gently
opened a door on new literature and walked through it with me.
Goodison does this over and over again throughout Redemption
Ground – an excellent read in its own right that also acts as a gateway to more books,
poems and writers.’ —Elizabeth, EC.Reads
What We Talk About When We Talk About Rape
by Sohaila Abdulali
'This book made me uncomfortable. Right from the title and the Prst page where the author
recollects her rape experience. Uncomfortable because we don't talk about it often.
Uncomfortable because our society still considers it a taboo to say the words out loud,
while the newspapers continue to list cases day in and day out. But uncomfortable is good.
Uncomfortable is what brings us out of our comfort zone, lets us open our eyes and
understand what's happening around us, and that's the Prst step for a change. For a better
society. Read this book. Whoever you are. Read it.’ —Priyanka Jraman, Yet Another

society. Read this book. Whoever you are. Read it.’ —Priyanka Jraman, Yet Another
Amateur Writer
The Women's Atlas
by Joni Seager
‘A precious tool to understand, on a global scale, how women live.’ —Tacianziparla
The Lady Doctor
by Ian Williams
'I LOVED this graphic novel. Like really really really… It’s utterly hilarious in places (like laugh
out loud- can’t stop yourself kind of funny), completely gripping (once I picked it up I didn’t
put it down until I’d Pnished) and, I can imagine, very very accurate as to what being a GP is
really like.’ —Emily, Busy Mama Bookclub
Sensible Footwear
by Kate Charlesworth
'A great book to pick up during Pride month if you’re looking to learn about queer British
history and also be DAZZLED with images.’ —Elaina's Bookshelf
BUY THESE BOOKS NOW – GET 25% OFF WITH CODE: MYREADATHOME
CONTACT EMMA DOWSON FOR REVIEW COPIES

My bookish life… Dr Ian Williams
Now more than ever it feels important to talk to each other, to meet new people, to learn
new things. And so we're asking our writerly and bookish friends to talk to us, sharing a
little insight into their daily lives…

This week we're joined by Dr Ian Williams, judge in the 2020 First Graphic Novel
Competition, and author of graphic medicine novels The Bad Doctor and The Lady Doctor.
Ian is a comics artist, doctor and writer, and has studied Medicine, Medical Humanities
and Fine Art. He is also the founder of GraphicMedicine.org.
How have your days changed?
The lockdown hasn’t affected us as much as it has others. I still
work two days a week in the surgery, although we are mostly
doing telemedicine, and so I have been getting out of the dat
throughout, and our son has still been going to nursery. The
main difference, I guess, is that there have been no literary or
comics social events, so I have stopped drinking alcohol, more
or less, and am sleeping better and waking up with a clear head.
Have you formed a new routine? Are you writing/drawing, and
managing to stay creative?
I have started swimming in the sea again, and cycling, which is important for my mental
health. I’m getting on with my next book, slowly, and doing some drawing, and have
recorded a couple of DJ sets for Amateurism Radio, which was fun. Like everyone else, it
seems, I have started to cook more, and enjoy it. Life has slowed down in lockdown, and
not in a bad way. We have been spending more time as a family (Emma and I usually are
travelling a lot for events and promo) and this has been a lovely change. Our son, Fox, is at
a very entertaining age (three and a half) and comes out with some cracking observations.
He also has a talent for neologisms, which I try to document as they arise. All in all, I think
the change in pace has been good. I’ve even been reading for pleasure, not because I have
to.
What are you looking forward to?
I am certainly looking forward to a beer with comics friends, although it’ll be some time
before I feel comfortable in a crowded pub. I hope that Myriad is able to hold ‘in person’
book launches again soon, with the usual free-dowing Prosecco. I miss talking crap and
making a fool of myself.
I also miss charity shops. I go in there looking for three things: rare vinyl; hand-made
ceramics; and Harris Tweed. Every now and then you Pnd a gem. Mostly it’s all rubbish. The
YMCA shop was open last week, I was in there like a dash. No luck though.
Do you have any advice for anyone feeling creatively squashed
right now, and what’s helping you to focus?
I think that having limited time, between working in the surgery

and child care, helps me to focus. I am desperate for creative
time. The more time I have on my hands the more I faff about. If
I had been conPned to our dat since March, with no structure to
my weeks, I wouldn’t have got anything done and would be
going crazy. Not that I’ve got loads done… I’ve had a couple of
deadlines put back or suspended and so haven’t felt under
pressure. I think doing different, unrelated activities help
creativity – exercise, playing music, watching TV.
What are your small daily comforts?
Waitrose Madagascan vanilla yogurts, Illy coffee, Lindt 90% Dark Chocolate, M&S Assam
Tea, Walkers Smokey Bacon crisps. I also Pnd comfort in tending the houseplants and
watching cookery programmes. Not Gordon Ramsey, though – his schtick is a recipe for a
stomach ulcer.
How are you keeping in touch with others?
Same as everyone – Zoom or FaceTime. Groan. I’m sick of Zoom meetings, and I haven’t
really been taking part in any online events, although it’s very nice to keep up with my
Graphic Medicine colleagues in North America. Zoom meetings and conference calls are
normal for us. I’ve been getting out and about and have been seeing colleagues in the
surgery, I guess, so I don’t feel too deprived of company. Hove Lawns, in front of our dat,
has been heaving, so I’ve actually found myself wishing things were a bit quieter.
* Image: a pic of me back in scrubs for the Prst time in 20 years.
BUY THE BAD DOCTOR AND THE LADY DOCTOR
CONTACT EMMA DOWSON FOR REVIEW COPIES

If you work with books, in any way – editor, blogger, bookshop worker, reviewer – and
would like to feature in our new 'My bookish life' series, we'd love to hear from you.
EMAIL US NOW

Before you go…
Congratulations to Kate Charlesworth as her graphic memoir Sensible Footwear steps on
to yet another longlist – this time, the Polari First Book Prize 2020. READ MORE HERE
The Lakes International Comic Art Festival programme is Plling up ready for the virtual
festival from 09 – 11 October. In preparation, they've created a virtual Clock Tower –
licafclocktower.com – curating the exciting range of independent comic art in the UK, and
a little from overseas. Find Myriad and an array of our graphic authors in the mix. TAKE
THE TOUR
Carol Isaacs, author of graphic memoir The Wolf of Baghdad, talks with Hussein Al-alak of
Iraq Solidarity News about publication and her new animated Plm. READ HERE
The Bad Form Review Young Writers’ Prize has been launched to support unpublished
Black, Asian, Arabic, and other non-white authors, aged under 25 and based in the UK.
Deadline: Mon 6 July 2020. ENTER HERE

+ dates for your diary
THE AUTHOR-EDITOR RELATIONSHIP
Elizabeth Haynes, author of The Murder of Harriet Monckton and Into the Darkest Corner,
will be in conversation with Myriad Publisher Candida Lacey at the Jericho Writers' online
Summer Festival of Writing, discussing the author-editor relationship.
Date: 06 July
Time: 7pm
Location: Jericho Witers' webinar
THE LAUNCH OF PONDWEED
Join us for the launch of Lisa Blower's new novel, Pondweed. In a special online event
between Myriad Editions and New Writing South, Lisa will be in conversation with novelist
Sharon Duggal. Please send questions in advance to hello@newwritingsouth.com.
Date: 08 July
Time: 7pm
Location: Facebook Live – New Writing South
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