
1.  How is Rachel’s existence 
different to our own?

2.  Is the climate-changed world 
presented one you can imagine 
coming into being in reality?   

3.  How does it compare to those 
imagined in other futuristic 
fiction?

4.  What does the novel suggest 
about the impact of weather on 
the characters’ behaviour and 
state of mind?

5.  Is Rachel a product of her 
environment?

6.  Does the book play with the 
boundaries of madness and 
sanity?

7.  At what point did you start to 
question Rachel’s state of mind?

8.  Is she a sympathetic character? 
Does it matter?

9.  Did your view of her change as 
the novel progressed?

10. Who can you trust in the novel?

11.  What was most frightening 
about the book?

12.  What did the novel have to say 
about loneliness and isolation?

13. How important is a sense of 
community in the future world 
portrayed?

14. Would you describe the novel as 
science fiction? Horror?

15. How does the structure of the 
book play with the question of 
the reliability of the characters’ 
points of view?

16. What do the diary entries add to 
the unfolding of the story?

17. How much is Rachel a victim of 
circumstance, and how much 
does she influence events and 
make her own fate?

18. What do you think Jez White 
might have done had Rachel not 
acted?

19. Can you understand or explain 
his behaviour?

20. Did the ending surprise you?
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I have waited, and you have 
come 

by Martine McDonagh

A story of survival and obsession in a world brought to its knees.

When Jez White disturbs Rachel’s solitary existence she finds herself 
being drawn into a murky territory somewhere between stalking and 
being stalked. This powerful novel is by turns sensual and sinister, 
and conjures up an all-too-believable near future – of isolated 
communities, wild weather and strange allegiances.

‘The most disturbing utopias are those which feel closest to hand; 
and McDonagh indicates how swiftly society reverts to tooth and 
claw primitivism...Fans of post-apocalyptic parables will be well 
pleased.’ – Guardian 

‘Chillingly believable...Sinister, scary and utterly compelling, it is hard 
to believe that this strong, confident writing comes from a debut 
novelist. Read it if you dare.’ – Red Magazine
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